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stories, we will elevate dialogue on the importance of public education. From the powerful
first-hand accounts of students, parents, educators, administrators, staff and other
stakeholders, we will affirm the critical work of common schools and the need for ongoing
support.

Association of School Administrators, Kentucky Association of School Superintendents
and Kentucky School Boards Association are launching a collaborative effort to highlight
the impact of public schools on our communities. Through the sharing of authentic success

political belief, etc).

Tell us about Growing up

public schools. Knox, allowed me

to

your public school journey. (i.e. Where you attended and one highlight that stands out). as

a child of a U.S. Army soldier, I was fortunate to go to many different schools in different places. All of which were

My journey, not unlike many students in this area because of our proximity to Ft.

interact with so many from different walks of life (race, religion, ethnicity,

yourself.

I think the big thing is that going to public schools my entire life allowed me to gain people skills. I can interact with
What aspects of your public education helped mold you into the person you are today?

those not like me. Being able to effectively communicate is a life skill. If we are always communicating with
like-minded people, interacting with those who think differently may be a shock to the system. Going to public
school helps to both build and grow relationships outside of the family unit and those with similar backgrounds than

When you think back on your experience in public school, are there specific instances or relationships that stand
out to you as having had a significant impact on your success since graduating? My science teacher came into the
room one day dressed as “Dorothy” and carried a basket with a stuffed dog inside. She skipped around the class
chanting, “solids and liquids and gas -- oh my!” Although we all laughed and thought, “what in the world...” that
experience stuck with me. I have used it with my own students in an effort to help them remember states of matter.
One of my principals always talked to students, not at them. He was visible and not sitting in an office. If someone
were to walk into that building and not know the principal, they probably would have never guessed it was him.
He was fun and relatable. He was firm when he needed to be. He was respected by everyone.
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As a product of public education, what advice would you give to a parent who was choosing an education path for their

child? If I could give parents advice on choosing an education path for their child(ren), I would suggest that they first

weigh the pros and cons of both public and private schools. When doing so, I think they would see that public

education is a fabulous route where their child will be loved by so many and taught in an environment that will

prepare them for the future. The pros will outweigh the cons greatly

As a product of public schools what drives you to give back to your local school and/or district? The drive to give back is rooted in finding and creating a sense of
community. We are a community filled with people from different walks of life. Those that you would encounter in the neighborhood, grocery stores, and parks. Giving
back to public schools allows those that need that foundation to get what it is that they need. It helps to maintain those who have that need. By doing this, we create a
better system resulting in a brighter future. Howard Dean once said, “The path to a better future goes directly through our public schools.”


